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tist Church leaders, memhe letter below came
bers still recall with pleafrom Allison, 8, and
sure entering their own
Juliana, 6, of PeachSunday school room
wood Drive, Silver
through their own little
Spring, Maryland,
who were excited by the picture of door.
a
The girls’ letter concluded:
tiny church door for tiny people.
“I would like to experience that
Thoughtful members of the First Bap[door] and see what it feels like. I
tist Church in Montclair, New Jersey,
wonder if you’d like to experieance
had the little ones in mind when they
it to. Would you? Well I’m runing
installed the little door alongside the
out of words to say so this will be the
regular one. Years later, say First Bapend of my araticasl. The End.”
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(Ah, well, spelling will come.)
I suspect that many wee Adventist
saints would love their own door. A
carpenter friend, of much greater
proficiency than I, tells me that such
a door could be cut within an adult
door, offering access for both sizes.
Juliana suggested a door shaped like
Jesus! I suspect that where such a
project is undertaken, many children
will grow up with added affection
for that one who is “the Door.”
In fact, I’ll donate $100 to the
first church official who sends me
a picture of their
newly
installed
door for tiny people. Give me two
to three photos of
the little ones entering their room
through
their
door. Add a few of
their comments.
I’ll print the picture and copy in
Work Station One.
Meanwhile, on another front, the
world’s first inflatable church is making its impact on Christendom. Yes, it
even has fake stained-glass windows,
takes four hours to inflate, and fits on
the back of a truck bed. It actually has
a Gothic look, and stands 47 feet tall,
including the steeple. It was last seen
in England—or was it Scotland, or.
. . . There has been no report on

whether it comes with inflated sermons. . . .
Speaking of which, I recall one
from my early-ministry days. The
speaker at our workers’ meeting in
the Upper Columbia Conference
was from the General Conference.
Now, I had sat through a few ordinary long sermons—say, 45 minutes, even an hour. But at one hour
this speaker’s vocal cords were getting their first lubrication. At one
hour and five minutes, I stopped hoping for a termination point and
began to give the
speaker what I considered to be approving and even
imploring looks—
Like “Please, don’t
stop now! You’re
within 10 minutes
of a new record for
workers’ meetings.”
He made it! One
hour and 45 minutes! Actually, I’ve
heard 35-minute sermons much
harder to sit through.
As to first-rate sermons, I attended a half-dozen such at the
Loma Linda University Church a few
months ago. The speaker, Randy
Roberts, impressed me for several
reasons. He knew his subject and
spoke eloquently without notes.
Nothing longer than 35 minutes, but
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eagerness with which the congregation awaits a message from the
Lord. Before I spoke, the pastor and
three church elders, knelt around
me, placed their hands on my head,
and pled with God to “anoint” me
as his spokesman. I thank God that
years ago he showed me the foolishness of preaching without the Holy
Spirit’s convicting presence. He was
there that morning in Monroe. The
congregation is building a new
church. They need more room. I
wonder why?
I’m glad for the pastors who are
upholding Christ in their sermons. I
hear many of them as I travel across
the United States and Canada each
year in our motor home. I would,
however, suggest a way pastors can
improve communication with their
congregations: (1) Use more illustrations, at least one to buttress each
major sermon division. (2) Apply
Bible truths to issues that congregants
face each day. Last Sabbath, Peter
Bath, pastor of Sligo Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Takoma Park,
Maryland, alluded to the Enron affair
and the dishonesty in business now
becoming everyday news fodder. (3)
Make yourself vulnerable. Don’t
expect your members to rush to confess their losing battles against addictive behavior unless you reveal that
you understand because you, too,
have struggled. (4) Point children and
adults alike to the Door. A Door just
the right size for each.

most notable: He started out at Calvary and ended up at Calvary. Every
sermon revealed a passionate love
for the incarnate Christ. I was
blessed, as were many others. Perhaps it is significant that Pastor
Roberts has served as a hospital
chaplain, which, I believe, sensitized
him to many of the agonies and
issues that sit, incarnate, in the pews
each Sabbath. If you’re visiting in
Loma Linda, get there early; on most
Sabbaths it’s difficult to find a seat.
While there, I learned that a new
evangelically oriented church in
Loma Linda is holding Sabbath services in an attempt to make inroads
into the Adventist community. The
attempt, reportedly, has had minimal results. The reason makes me
uncomfortable. It appears, says an
evangelical pastor, that “Adventists
don’t invite others to go to church
with them.”
Recently, I’ve spoken in four
Adventist churches, one on the East
Coast, one in the Northwest, and
two in California. Two were noteworthy. In one, a m etropolitan
church, I looked out over a sea of
gray hair. Lovely people, to be sure;
but the kind who don’t invite
neighbors to church. If we are still
on Earth in 10 years, that church
won’t be. The Monroe Seventh-day
Adventist Church, near Seattle,
Washington, is notable not only for
the many children and young adults
there, but also for the sense of
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